
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                     
 
 

VISION  LOSES A GOOD FRIEND  
RICKIE  SMITH  

8 December 1964 to 27 May 2008 
 

Vision first had contact with Rickie in February 2005 when he was 
referred to our service to assist him to find and maintain employment. 
Right from the first meeting, it was obvious that Rickie possessed an 
amazing degree of positivity. 

Rickie's can do attitude impressed Nicola Leatham the Call Centre 
Manager for Stone and Associates. Rickie was employed initially early 
evening to conduct telemarketing and after a short period, he was co-
opted to work during the day telemarketing to the business sector within 
the South Island. Rickie proved himself to become a capable and popular 
member of Stone’s staff.. This was evidenced when in 2007, Stone and 
associated closed their Christchurch Call Centre and relocated it to 
Wellington. Rickie was one of only two staff who were retained. 

Working was critical to Rickie. In a quote when interviewed for 
Work and Incomes Regional News October 2005 edition, Rickie 
said: “Working got me back into the social circle of friends that I 
was missing. The financial benefits are also huge for me. I now 
have the spending power to buy things that I could not afford 
before. 

At Vision, we recognised Rickie’s skills and his abilities and in 
May 2005, Rickie was invited to join our Board of Trustees as a 
client representative and progressed their to be appointed as our 
Honorary Treasurer. Like everything Rickie did in l ife, he put in 
a huge amount of energy for Vision. Rickie never liked to miss a 
meeting and thoroughly enjoyed the responsibility that he accepted. His commitment to Vision was 

unwavering to the end. 

As a small organisation, Board and staff have developed a close 
relationship that has spread into the social side of all of our lives. 
We have frequent dinner parties, dinner meetings and bbq’s. 
Rickie thoroughly enjoyed the outings to restaurants or to our 
homes. He was great company, had a wicked sense of humour, 
loved a good joke and enjoyed a wine or two in good company. 

Over the last year, Rickie fought against the cancer that was 
taking hold of his body, unfortunately a fight that he was not able 
to win. Right to his last 
breath, Rickie remained 

positive and concerned for others more than himself. 

On May 27th 2008, Rickie lost his fight and we all lost a dear 
and valued friend. As an organisation we will move on with the 
knowledge that Rickie's contribution to us has helped us to 
become what we are today and what we will be in the future. 
While we have to say goodbye to our friend, he will never be 
forgotten by his friends and colleagues here. We will remember 
Rickie as a person who could truly say that he has made a 
difference. 


